MINUTES

Olmstead Consumer Taskforce

Urbandale Public Library 
Friday, August 24, 2007

Voting members present (16)

Ben Brandenburg, Cherie Clark (by phone), Randy Davis (by phone), Connie Faneslow, Dawn Francis, Alice Holdiman, Jeff Jasper, Jerry Mayes, Nika Naylor, Jim Paprocki, Doug Sample, Genette Simmerman, Jerri Sloan, Jean “Connie” Smith, Rik Shannon, Janie Woodhouse

Voting members absent (9)

Clarence Davis, Rose Marie Friedrich, Raymond Gerke, Jeremy Karli, Candace Mueller, Chris O’Hanlon, Jule Reynolds, Jeanne Theis, Ingrid Wensel

State Agency Representatives Present 

Doug Keast, Iowa Workforce Development

Dr. Allen Parks, Department of Human Services

Rik Shannon, Governor’s Developmental Disability Council

Diane Blackburn, Iowa Veteran’s Home 

Staff

Becky Flores, DHS

Elizabeth O’Hara, CDD

Ann Riley, CDD

Kathryn Rarick, CDD

Terry Cunningham, CDD (On Phone)

Guests

Jack Holveck, Office of Consumer Affairs

The meeting was called to order at 10:10AM by chair Alice Holdiman. 

New Business 

· Kathryn Rarick handed out a flyer about the Real Economic Impact Tour (REI) and described the event. 

· These people volunteered to work on developing a “Single Point of Entry”: Nika Naylor, Jerri Sloan, Ben Brandenburg, and Connie Smith.   The Department of Elder Affairs is spearheading a legislatively mandated Team (House File 451) to recommend structure and funding for a single point of entry into the long-term care system by December 1, 2008.  These taskforce volunteers will make sure individuals with disabilities are well represented on the legislatively mandated Team. 

· These people volunteered to serve on the Strategic Planning Committee to work with the Governor’s Office to extend authorization for the Taskforce’s work: Connie Faneslow, Nika Naylor, Jerry Mayes, Janie Woodhouse, Cherie Clark, Doug Sample.  The Committee will also bring their suggestions for specific actions to accomplish Taskforce priorities to the October Taskforce meeting.

· These people volunteered to serve on the Bylaws Committee: Jim Paprocki, Ben Brandenburg, Jerry Mayes, Connie Faneslow, Genette Zimmerman, Connie Smith.  This committee will bring their recommendations for additions or changes to the By-Laws to the next Taskforce Meeting. 

· These people volunteered to serve on the Legislative Study Committee (a standing committee): Janie Woodhouse, Nika Naylor, Jerry Mayes, Randy Davis, Rik Shannon, staffed by Terry Cunningham.  They will plan for a legislative breakfast to be held during next legislative session.  They will also work on reducing the Taskforce Priorities to a one pager that can be handed out to Legislators.

· Janie Woodhouse volunteered to join the Nominating Committee (a standing committee).  This Committee will meet prior to the next meeting to come up with recommendations for filling vacancies on the board.

· The Taskforce approved using Taskforce grant money to contract with the Center for Disability and Development, primarily Terry Cunningham, to provide for sustaining, maintaining, and updating the Olmstead Website for the next year:

http://www.olmsteadrealchoicesia.org/index.htm
Legislation and Accomplishments Update

Terry Cunningham presented an update of Iowa accomplishments and new legislation and appropriations related to Olmstead.  There was a handout of these accomplishments.  The Olmstead Consumer Taskforce can’t take credit for all these accomplishments, but each of them represents forward movement by various Iowa entities. These accomplishments will be added to the website.

DHS Report

Dr. Allen Parks, administrator of the Mental Health and Disability Services Division of the Iowa Department of Human Services, spoke briefly of the budget development work going on in the Mental Health and Disability area.  DHS is working with the Governor’s staff as the Governor’s staff works to manage budget expectations.  Policy Issues of particular interest to the Taskforce include 

· Housing.  Money Follows the Person will fund some expansion of community housing, but the need is there and will need to be addressed beyond the funds available through the Money Follows the Person grant.

· Emergency Mental Health Services.  The funds currently spent in this area, particularly for mobile crisis units, is woefully small.  MHDS Division will be spearheading an effort to build capacity; assuring that these services are uniformly available in communities across Iowa.

Dr. Parks advises that organizations that present a unified front on what they are trying to accomplish will be better received by the legislature.

Policy Summit Report

Kathryn Rarick gave an overview of the work this group did at the Policy Summit last November 2006.  That work resulted in a Policy Summit report that is now final and ready to submit to the Governor. The Report is titled “Community, Opportunity, Prosperity…Iowa’s Olmstead Policy Summit Report on Cross-Cutting State Policy Issues Affecting Older Iowans and Iowans with Disabilities.”  The Taskforce has previously reviewed the report and made technical changes.  The state agencies have previously approved the report. A final draft was presented to the Taskforce at this meeting.  

It was suggested that the wording of the Eligibility Recommendation regarding developing a cross-agency “No Wrong Door” policy be changed to “Welcoming” Policy, to be in keeping with current and state policy development on this issue, particularly in the area of cross-agency “welcoming” to those with co-occurring substance abuse and mental health disorders.  The Taskforce decided not to change the language of this recommendation, as it accurately represents the ideas and discussion that occurred at the Policy Summit.  However, Chairperson Alice Holdiman announced that she will work the term “welcoming” into the cover letter to the Governor at the beginning of the report.

MOTION:  Jim Paprocki moved, seconded by Janie Woodhouse, to approve the issuance of the Policy Summit report with minor technical changes (page numbers, a mention of “welcoming” in the cover letter from the Chair, List of Taskforce and State Agency Members, etc.).  Motion carried unanimously.  

Prioritizing the work of the Taskforce 

MOTION: Nika Naylor moved, seconded by Jerry Mayes, to use the Policy Summit Report goals and recommendations to prioritize the work of the Taskforce.  The Motion carried unanimously.  The Taskforce briefly reviewed the further policy work to be done under each recommendation the report, as well as a one-page sheet that listed the goals and recommendations in the areas of Eligibility, Funding, Disenfranchisement, and Service System Fragmentation.  Kathryn Rarick introduced a process of “voting” by attaching dots to the 10 recommendations to indicate each Taskforce member’s priority wishes.  

Here are the prioritization results, with the top priority listed first:

DISENFRANCHISEMENT:  Engage Iowans with disabilities to teach advocacy skills to other people with disabilities.

ELIGIBILITY: Base eligibility criterion on what an individual needs to maintain a dignified life—not solely based on income and assets (means testing).

DISENFRANCHISEMENT:  Assure full inclusion of Iowans with disabilities and older Iowans in all segments of their communities.

ELIGIBILITY: Develop a cross-agency “No wrong door” focus on the delivery of information and access to services for consumers, regardless of where they first enter or encounter the system.  This recommendation should be supported by a web-base application, spanning all agencies and programs, that brings together services and funding streams into a single entry point for all Iowans.

ELIGIBILITY: Raise the State SSI Supplemental levels to a rate that supports moving out of poverty, while protecting all other services/benefits to include those provided at the county level.

Next Taskforce Meeting

Friday, October 26, 2007, 10 am – 3pm, Urbandale Public Library 

The meeting was adjourned at 2:30 PM.  Becky Flores, Recording Secretary
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