OLMSTEAD CONSUMER TASKFORCE MINUTES

Friday, August 22, 2008, 10:00 a.m.  – 3:30 p.m.

Members present:  Janie Woodhouse, Jerry Mays, Ben Brandenburg, Randy Davis, Dawn Francis, Doug Sample, Casey Westhoff, Jerri Sloan, Alice Holdiman,.  By phone:  Jim Paprocki, Connie Smith, Connie Faneslow

State Agency Representatives Present:  Doug Keast, Diane Blackburn. By phone:  Terry Ronsonke

Others Present:  Becky Flores, Bob Bacon, John Dodge, Becky Mohr, Randy Davis’ Driver, Gretchen Kraemer, Karalyn Kuhns, Suzanne Paulson.  By phone:  Terry Cunningham

Handouts sent electronically prior to the meeting:  Agenda, July Minutes, Executive Order, a proposal for Olmstead to contribute $5,000 toward the Ending Institutional Bias Toolkits that the Heritage Area Agency on Aging is developing 

Additional handouts at the meeting:  

· Glenwood Consultant Assessment from September 24-28, 2007

· Public Information Committee Meeting Notes

· Olmstead Strategic Planning One Pager

· Proposal for “Assessing Opportunities for Self-Sufficiency and Asset Development for Individuals with Disabilities in Iowa:  A Proposed White Paper”

MINUTES (July 18, 2008):  MOTION to approve Dawn Francis, second Janie Woodhouse, passed unanimously

NEW MEMBER: Amy Rickels will not join the Taskforce, so no vote taken

LEGISLATIVE BREAKFAST: MOTION to schedule a Legislative Breakfast for the Taskforce by Dawn Francis, second by Randy Davis, passed unanimously

EXECUTIVE ORDER DISCUSSION  Randy Davis brought this information:  Unless the Vilsack Executive order is rescinded, it is still in effect.  The Taskforce considered purposes of approaching Governor Culver and staff with a new Executive Order that furthers the current mission and purposes of the Olmstead Consumer Taskforce.  The “draft” new Executive Order under discussion has already been approved by the Taskforce at a prior meeting.  MOTION by Doug Sample, 2nd by Alice Holdiman: some of the agency names need to be updated, more emphasis on self-sufficiency should be added, and the ambitiousness of the possible new order needs to be reconsidered by the Public Information Subcommittee and brought to the October 10 meeting.  The motion passed unanimously. Doug Sample and Alice Holdiman volunteered to join the committee working on this.  It was not decided at what point the DHS/MHDS Division would review, nor when a time with the Governor’s staff would be scheduled.

Chair Jerry Mayes will draft a letter to each state agency, reminding them of the Olmstead court decision, their previous State Agency Assessment and plan, the previous Executive Order, and the current mission and goals of the taskforce.  The letter will inquire about representation on the Taskforce for each state agency in FFY09.

GLENWOOD RESOURCE CENTER

John Dodge of Iowa Protection and Advocacy gave a presentation about the status of the settlement agreement and implementation plan between the US Department of Justice and Glenwood Resource Center.  He distributed the Glenwood Consultant Assessment from September 24-28, 2007. Glenwood implementation is now scheduled to be complete April 30, 2010.  Commissioners had questions about Iowa Protection and Advocacy involvement in other types of facilities, like ICF-MRs, seclusion and restraint restrictions on facilities and appeals of use of seclusion and restraint, and numbers of individuals that have transitioned from the Resource Centers into the community.

ENDING INSTITUTIONAL BIAS TOOLKITS  Dawn Francis described this project (available on the handout).

COMMUNITY PARTNERSHIP AND ASSET DEVELOPMENT.  Bob Bacon described the University of Iowa’s Center for Disability and Development role in Developmental Disabilities in Iowa.  The Community Partnership Advisory Council evaluates CDD projects and recommends future actions.  One project just getting underway concerns asset development for people with disabilities (see handout). Bob asked the Olmstead Committee to provide input into the Asset Development project as it rolls out.  One asset development goal is to hold an “asset development summit” which Olmstead will want to be a part of.  Medicaid Waiver Consumer Choice is a success. 650 people are now participating.  Bob estimates that 528 individuals (25% of the ICF-MR population) will transition out of ICF-MRs in the next few years with help from the Money Follows the Person grant, to live in communities of their choice.

CHERIE CLARK NATIONAL AWARD Cherie won the federal Region VII Advocacy Award.  It was presented at a ceremony in Washington D.C. which Cherie and Dawn Francis and several other Iowan’s attended.  Senator Tom Harkin personally recognized the Iowans.  Dawn is on the RSA National Committee that is opposed to the Federal reinterpretation of the CILS rules that disallows long-standing use of federal funds in a way that is harmful to the operations of the CILS.

PUBLIC INFORMATION COMMITTEE REPORT  Terry Cunningham highlighted some of the ideas the committee had that would improve the website, making it more up-to-date, comprehensive, and user friendly (see handout).  Several members offered suggestions on additional resources for website development.  The Committee estimated that the web enhancement proposals could be put in place for an additional $3,055. Maintaining the website would be additional.

SPENDING  MOTION #1: Janie Woodhouse moved, and Randy Davis seconded, that the Taskforce spend a portion of the approximately $18,000 in funding remaining for Federal fiscal year 2008 as follows:

· $5,000 to the Heritage Area Agency on Aging to fund a portion of the cost of producing the Ending Institutional Bias toolkits.

· $6,500 to University of Iowa Center for Disabilities and Development to enhance, update, and maintain the Olmstead Consumer Taskforce website. (This is in addition to the existing annual contract with University of Iowa Center for Disabilities and Development/Terry Cunningham for FFY08 that provides legislative information of interest and maintains the website)

· Total $11,500

The motion passed unanimously.

SPENDING MOTION #2: Alice Holdiman moved, and Janie Woodhouse seconded, that the taskforce renew its contract with the University of Iowa Center for Disabilities and Development and Terry Cunningham for FFY09 to provide legislative information of interest to the Taskforce and to maintain the website).  Motion passed unanimously.

STRATEGIC PLANNING Bob Bacon led the group in planning concrete activities the Taskforce could undertake in the areas of 

· Policy recommendations (including legislative initiatives)

· Public Education Initiatives

· Training Initiatives

· Policy Analysis

Toward their priority goals of 

1. Peer education and support

2. Full community inclusion (ending institutional bias)

3. Access to services while supporting financial independence

4. Needs-based criteria for service eligibility

The brainstormed ideas are attached as notes on Bob’s handout.  The notes have been inserted into a matrix that shows concrete activities linked to four Taskforce priorities.  The Olmstead Strategic Planning Committee decided to meet on Monday September 15 from 1-3 PM by phone conference (details on that meeting soon).  Volunteers for the strategic planning committee include Alice Holdiman, Cheri Clark, Doug Sample, Connie Faneslow, Janie Woodhouse, Casey Westhoff, Jim Paprocki, and chair Jerry Mayes.  The Strategic Planning Committee is going to take this beginning of a strategic plan, flesh it out, and report back to the Taskforce on a strategic plan for FFY 09 at the next Taskforce meeting, which is October 10th.

LEGISLATIVE PRIORITIES

Dawn Francis identified these legislative priorities that have been discussed:

1. Promote the Institutional Bias Toolkit

2. Promote $$ for Centers for Independent Living

3.  Advocate permanent additions to all HCBS waivers of mental health outreach services, behavioral services, and emergency/crisis services

ANNOUNCEMENTS

· Jerry Mayes was trained in Washington, D.C. last week to be part of the national team that reviews state compliance for the Center for Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS)  

· Yesterday the Iowa MHMRDDBI Commission formed a subcommittee of that body to informally monitor Glenwood Resource Center compliance with the settlement agreement from the US Department of Justice.  Chair Jerry Mayes would like the Olmstead Taskforce to work with that subcommittee in some fashion.

· Bob Bacon announced a funding crisis for Iowa Compass

· Doug Keast, Iowa Workforce Development, highlighted what is going on with Ticket to Work, benefit planners, disability navigators, and Employment Networks

Olmstead Taskforce Meetings for remainder of 2008:  Friday October 10 and Friday December 19, both at Urbandale Public Library
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