OLMSTEAD CONSUMER TASKFORCE MINUTES

Tuesday January 27, 2009

ATTENDANCE

Attending in person: Ben Brandenburg, Randy Davis, Jerry Mayes, Jim Paprocki, Doug Sample, Ric Shannon, Jerri Sloan, Casey Westhoff, Mary Anderson (Elder Affairs.)

Attending by phone: Cherie Clark, Dawn Francis, Connie Smith, Janie Woodhouse, Donna Grgurgich (Economic Development), Mary Lynn Revoir for Doug Keast (Workforce Development), Terry Cunningham and Meredith Field (Center for Disabilities and Development.)

Guests and staff: Becky Flores, Kelly Pennington, and Connie Fanselow (DHS); Bob Bacon and Liz O’Hara (CDD); Gretchen Kramer (Attorney General’s Office); Penny Gronen (Dubuque CIL)

Members not attending: Raymond Gerke, Alice Holdiman, Jeff Jasper, Jeremy Karli, Candace Mueller, Gennette Simmerman, Jeanne Theis, Ingrid Wensel.

COMMENTS ON DIRECTION OF TASKFORCE

Chair Jerry Mayes called the meeting to order.  He announced that the next meeting would be on Friday February 20th; place to be announced.  Jerry asked Bob Bacon to update the Taskforce on recent discussions with DHS leadership.  Bob said that DHS would soon be taking steps to update on “effectively working Olmstead Plan” for Iowa.  CDD will have the chance to begin working with DHS leadership on that soon.  This will be part of DHS’s overall effort over the next year to develop comprehensive state plans for mental health and disabilities. 

Jim Paprocki proposed to write an Op Ed piece for the Des Moines Register about Olmstead.  The Olmstead Supreme Court decision is the leading case interpreting rights for people with disabilities, and he would like the public to recognize that in the same way they now recognize “Brown versus Board of Education” as a leading civil rights rights case.  The Olmstead Taskforce is enthusiastic about this effort.  Jim will bring a piece or series of pieces to the Taskforce February meeting for formal endorsement.

DHS/ MHDS DIVISION UPDATE

Kelley Pennington, Adult Bureau Chief in the Mental Health and Disability Services Division of Iowa Department of Human Services, gave information about what the Department is doing, substituting for Interim Administrator Bill Gardam. The national search for a permanent MHDS Division administrator continues.  She shared that DHS Director Gene Gessow supports the division’s work and wants to see it fully function. 

However, the reality is that budget cuts may mean decreases in direct services, as funding distributed to counties for mental health and disability consumers has been cut due to economic downturn.

The Division has developed several written documents on Iowa disability services:

· A history of disability services (assisted by CDD and the Iowa Consortium for Mental Health)

· Description of the current system of publicly –funded services

· Description of Division activities

· State mental health and other disabilities plan for the next year will be forthcoming

Significant Division activities recently have included:

· Releasing a request for proposal to implement one or two local emergency/crisis service systems for individuals experiencing a mental health crisis.  The legislature allocated $1.5 million dollars for Jan-June 2009, and it is hoped that the selected local providers will receive additional appropriations to continue implementation for state fiscal year 2010.

· Releasing a request for proposal to implement one or two local systems of care to serve children with mental health needs.  The legislature allocated $500,000 dollars for Jan – June 2009, and it is hoped that the selected local providers will receive additional appropriations to continue implementation for state fiscal year 2010.

· Continuing to advance recognition of and treatment for individuals with co-occurring substance abuse disorders and mental health issues, and other complex needs.  We have conducted several learning sessions and related opportunities for providers and consumers and state leaders to become more knowledgeable about becoming co-occurring capable.  Local “change agents” are being established across the state.  The change agents will provide leadership in their agencies and communities to enhance co-occurring treatment capabilities.  This is an effort supported collaboratively with the Division of Behavioral Health of Iowa Dept. of Public Health.  

· A taskforce on acute mental health care is addressing the fact that too many people with acute mental health issues are not receiving the most appropriate, timely care.  Too many Iowans with acute MH needs are inappropriately committed for mental health/substance abuse reasons (74,000 commitment filings in 2007), being served in emergency rooms, being sent to jail due to mental health related violations, or are admitted to inpatient psychiatric units which is often more restrictive care than needed. The taskforce is reconvening with the intent of drafting a statewide strategic plan.  There are 70-plus stakeholders on the taskforce. The next taskforce meetings are coming up February 12 and 13.

· Disaster relief activities:  Iowa recently has received 11 million dollars for disaster relief, which was only 2% of all the Federal dollars disbursed among all states. Additionally, MHDS received 2 grants through FEMA in total of $4.7 million.  The FEMA-funded project, called Project Recovery Iowa, provides mental health outreach, referrals, education, and crisis counseling to individuals experiencing stress and mental health issues from the tornado and flooding disasters in Iowa last summer.  Much remains to be done.  In January the 2nd part of the grant began.  It is less focused on individual counseling and more focused on community and group education and counseling work.  The division is tracking on the number of people with disabilities being helped, and that data is available through Kelley.  Cheri Clark, as a member of Citizens for People with Disabilities, would like to have these statistics.  A summary of the statistics from Project Recovery Iowa is attached to these minutes.  Additional questions regarding project Recovery Iowa can be directed to Karen Hyatt at khyatt@dhs.state.ia.us, phone 515-281-3128.  Penny Grogan is working with others in Cedar Rapids to get local statistics there.

· Taskforce members questioned where they could get information on Federal Stimulus package data on potential help for Iowans with disabilities. Kelley and other Division staff are working on how the state spending cuts are affecting county disability services right now, and would be willing to share more of that information at the next meeting.

MEETING MINUTES

MOTION:  As a quorum was now established, the Chair asked for a motion to approve the minutes of the October 10, 2008 meeting.  Jerri Sloan so moved, and Dawn Francis seconded.  The motion passed unanimously.

IOWA HISTORY OF OLMSTEAD

Connie Fanselow shared comments about the history of the Olmstead Court Decision and how the state worked on compliance with the Olmstead Supreme Court interpretation for the last 10 years.  A summary of her comments is attached to these minutes.

LEGISLATIVE PRIORITIES OF IDAN

Dawn Francis and Casey Westhoff asked for the Taskforce’s endorsement of the

legislative priorities put forth this year by a new Iowa disability advocacy organization,

the Iowa Disability Advocacy Network (IDAN).  The Network legislative priorities include funding services for people with mental illness, intellectual disabilities, developmental disabilities, and brain injuries; and improving community capacity to support individuals with disabilities.  MOTION:  After discussion, Jim Paprocki moved and Randy Davis seconded that the Olmstead Consumer Taskforce become a supporting organization of the IDAN legislative priorities.  The motion passed unanimously.

EXECUTIVE ORDER

At the request of the chair, Randy Davis moved and Casey Westhoff seconded accepting for discussion the newest draft Executive order as proposed by the Strategic Planning Committee, which does not imply approving the Order.  The new draft was unanimously accepted for discussion.  Several members questioned the scope of activity the draft would require, given that the taskforce has no Executive Director, little access to support staff, and minimal funding.  Members also questioned the time frame for activity, as the wording calls for a new state plan for involving state agencies within 180 days after the signing of the Executive Order.  Members reaffirmed that existing Executive Order 27 remains in effect despite the change in Governors, although the activities required in the existing order have been completed.

The Taskforce asked that wording on the “Ticket to Work” program, as drafted, be changed to a more general reference to programs that encourage employment for individuals with disabilities.

As Bob Bacon had previously announced that CDD staff would soon be meeting with DHS leadership regarding a process for updating an “effectively working Olmstead Plan” for Iowa, the Taskforce agreed that a first step would be to learn what steps the Director and the DHS leadership have in mind.  The Taskforce authorized the Executive Committee, led by Jerry Mayes, to meet with DHS leadership, sharing the draft executive order and conferring with DHS about their recommendations for a new executive order and about DHS support for an enhanced role for the Taskforce. The Executive Committee and Bob Bacon will bring what they have learned to the next taskforce meeting.  In addition, Gene Gessow, Director of Iowa DHS, will attend the next Taskforce meeting to share his ideas. 

TASKFORCE MEMBERS SPEAK

Some taskforce members shared their reasons for taskforce membership and vision for action in 2009.

Jerri Sloan said she became a member to represent the frail elderly.  She shares information about Olmstead rights with health professionals that she works with at Lutheran hospital and with people she knows socially.

Jim Paprocki has a disability himself and also has a son with a serious developmental disability and autism.  He is impatient with the pace of getting his son, who currently lives in a large institutional setting, into a home with a limited number of roommates.  We need to educate people that disability is simply a part of life.  Care workers inappropriately say an individual is “having a behavior,” when in truth the individual is simply frustrated in a situation where anyone would be frustrated. 

Cherie Clark has been a disability advocate in many forums, and finds that the taskforce is one way that she can try to build a stronger advocacy community.

Randy Davis is acutely aware of the increasing numbers of soldiers that return from active duty with intense mental health and disability needs.  He would like to see the taskforce be a stronger advocate for the veteran community.

Doug Sample has found his opportunity to be an advocate rewarding.  At a recent national convention he attended in Las Vegas, several wheelchair users danced without stigma, mingling with non-disability people that were not even part of the group. Doug wants to work on educating about the cost of being in institutions.

Mary Anderson now works in the Department of Elder Affairs, but worked on projects connecting issues of aging with disabilities in her former job with public health, too.  The state agency work continues to be important.  Department of Administrative Services and Department of Human Rights (John Ten Pas and others) are doing some good work on capital complex infrastructure that the taskforce should be aware of. 

Connie Fanselow has worked on disability rights all her life, as her father is a psychiatrist and her mother a nurse.  She believes people with disabilities should have choices, and believes the work of the taskforce has helped give many people choice.

Ben Brandenburg noted that he has seen terminology change so that is less offensive today.  His family believed in helping children with disabilities.  If his mother were alive, she would be part of the Olmstead Taskforce too.  He has lived with mental illness. One brother recently passed away, and his brother with an intellectual disability lived in Glenwood and is now in living  in a community setting.

Janie Woodhouse expressed enthusiasm for the work that she does with the taskforce.  She believes the outreach to each state agency is important.

STRATEGIC PLANNING

Casey Westhoff reported no activity by the Strategic Planning Committee since the last meeting.  Jerry Mayes reported that he and others have developed an Olmstead educational curriculum that they will present at the next taskforce meeting.  Also at the next taskforce meeting, Becky Flores will talk about the Wisconsin data report on 

community integration found at    http://dhs.wisconsin.gov/bdds/icfmr/RelocationReport_08.pdf) 

AD HOC COMMITTEES

Chair Jerry Mayes asked for volunteers to serve on two ad hoc committees:  a committee to plan the Olmstead 10-year birthday celebration, and a committee to plan town hall meetings purpose and strategy this year.

The birthday celebration committee will be Janie Woodhouse, Alice Holdiman, and Dawn Francis.  The town hall meetings committee will be Jerri Sloan, Rik Shannon, and Terry Cunningham.  The chair and vice chair (Ben Brandenburg) will assist these committees.  The taskforce had these ideas for the committees to consider and report back on:

· Town hall meetings could both educate the public and solicit ideas from those with disabilities regarding unmet needs

· Need to have a defined expectation of what will be accomplished at each meeting

· Need to have each town hall meeting be a work session toward accomplishing Olmstead goals

· The birthday celebration aspect could be integrated into a series of town hall meetings

· Need to partner with others to make series of town hall meetings successful

· Good partners might be ICAN and/or CILS and/or the DD Council

· The DVD “Home”, or portions of it, could be shown

MEMBER ANOUNCEMENTS

Terry Cunningham and Meredith Fields announced that the website enhancements for

http://www.olmsteadrealchoicesia.org/index.htm will be taking place over the next

few months.  Becky Flores described DHS MHDS willingness to create Sharepoint

access on the DHS website for the taskforce.  She will consult with Terry and come back to next meeting with recommendation on whether to use the real choice website or DHS website for enhanced taskforce internal communications. Becky also said staff is continuing to look for better long distance meeting access.

Rik Shannon shared that a mental health parity bill that would broaden mental health coverage by private insurers in Iowa was active in the legislature. Also bills are pending for CILS funding, increased dollars for IDEA, and other disability provisions.

Casey Westhoff shared that ARC will be having a May 20-21 meeting with nationally recognized speakers Colleen Weick and Al Condaluci.  Also, through an RFP, an independent body has been appointed to review the problems at Glenwood.  Implementation of that review will begin March 6th, 2009.

MEETING DATES

Jerry Mayes confirmed that the next taskforce meeting will be Friday February 20, 2009, place to be confirmed.  He is considering changing the remaining dates for 2009 from third Fridays of every other month to 2nd Fridays of every other month so more members could attend.  He will circulate e-mail to determine if this is workable. 

The meeting adjourned at 2:30 PM.
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