OLMSTEAD CONSUMER TASKFORCE 
Draft Minutes 
Friday December 3, 2010
Attending in person:  Paula Connolly, Randy Davis, Dawn Francis, Steve Garrison, Ray Gerke, Alice Holdiman, Cassie Johannes, Geoffrey Lauer, Jerry Mayes, Jim Paprocki, Genette Simmerman, Rik Shannon, and Casey Westhoff.  State Agency Representatives Robin Jenkins (Department of Administrative Services); Joe Sample (Department on Aging); Kris Weitzell (Department of Corrections); Jean Johnson (Department of Economic Development); Kiersten Hensley (Department of Education); Terry Rosonke (Iowa Finance Authority); Brian Wines (Iowa Medicaid Enterprise); Karin Ford (Department of Public Health); Ljerka Vasiljevic (Department of Public Safety); Patrick Clancy (Board of Regents); Diane Black burn (Iowa Veterans Home); Becky Flores, Theresa Armstrong, Charles Krogmeier, and Jeanne Nesbit (Department of Human Services).
Attending by phone:  Carrie England, Jim Paprocki, Doug Sample, Janie Woodhouse, Connie Smith.  State Agency Representatives Becky Criswell (Department of the Blind); Crystal Schrader (Civil Rights Commission); Doug Keast (Iowa Workforce Development). 
Guests: Megan Hartwig, Brain Injury, Department of Public Health; Terry Cunningham, Connie Fanselow, and Liz O’Hara, University of Iowa; Donna Richard-Langer, Mental Health Planning Council. 
Introductions and Comments -Chair Jerry Mayes

· The next meeting will be Friday January 14.  Jerry will call the Executive Committee together for a meeting to plan 2011 activities on the day prior, January 13.

· Jerry recently attended a meeting with federal Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration.  There have been many leadership changes at SAMHSA.

· Jerry now chairs the Peer Advisory Council for SAMHSA

· New State Agency Representatives Joe Sample of the Department on Aging; Jean Johnson  of the Department of Economic Development; and guest Megan Hartwig, program manager for brain injury at the Department of Public Health briefly introduced themselves and were welcomed by the Chair.

Minutes.  Technical changes were suggested to the September 10, 2010 Minutes.  MOTION: Dawn Francis moved that the draft minutes be approved with the technical corrections.  Motion seconded by Randy Davis.  The motion passed unanimously.
Update on Reimbursements.  Becky Flores announced that DHS will expedite payment of reimbursement claims.  She urged members to submit claim forms quickly after meetings.  Her Division, MHDS, will batch these claims and send the to DHS fiscal Division for quick payment.  MHDS hopes this process will result in a turnaround time of two to three weeks for claims to be paid.
Remarks by Theresa Armstrong, Bureau Chief, Community Services Bureau, Mental Health and Disability Services:  she is pleased to be working with the Mental Health and Disability Services Division.  The new Federal Affordable Health Care Act presents an exciting opportunity to improve the way this state delivers services to individuals with mental health needs and other disabilities.
Remarks by Jeanne Nesbit, Administrator, Mental Health and Disability Services Division, Department of Human Services: Exchange Tax Credits” chart and “Roadmap for Key Decisions” chart. The bar graphs on the Exchange chart illustrate individuals currently eligible for Medicaid.  They are in categories of disability, age, and income.  The dotted line illustrates that beginning in 2014, all people with income below 133% of federal poverty level will be eligible for Medicaid.  The state will establish what baseline services will be included in that eligibility.  Advocates can help assure that appropriate behavioral health and disability services are included in the baseline. 

DHS field will have new work to assure that the approximately 180,000 people newly eligible for Medicaid get enrolled. 
In coming weeks there will be public forums held by the Department of Public Health about establishing a health benefit exchange in cities around Iowa.  Jeanne encouraged the Olmstead Consumer Taskforce to attend, urging members to speak up about accessibility to services for people with disabilities, and including the full range of needed services as implementation of the new eligibility goes forward.
Jeanne described the recent DHS forums across the state to gather input into the Olmstead State plan as “delightful” and “heartfelt”.  The state plan drafters did a lot of careful listening.  They heard a lot about consumer choice.  She complimented the roles Connie Fanselow, Liz O’Hara, and Donna Richard-Langer played in making the forums a success.  She will decide action priorities in the near future, which will make the plan more concrete.  Activities are already underway in some priorities areas, others will begin right away, and some will be developed and be implemented within the next 18 months or longer, as part of the five-year plan.
Liz O’Hara presented the draft plan and highlighted the few updates since we had last seen it. 

Megan Hartwig and Geoff Lauer re Brain Injury:  They handed out a letter to the Taskforce dated December 2, 2010 titled “Letter to the Olmstead Planning Committee” from the Brain Injury Association of Iowa.  In it, they asked for “Brain Injury” to be added as a specific disability in the state plan.  The letter indicates the specific language changes they would like to see.  They emphasized the importance of including this language, referring to legislative mandates that the service system apply to those with mental illness, intellectual disabilities, and brain injuries.  

The group discussed the lack of specificity in the plan.  This question was asked:  If the first 18 months of implementing the plan do not include the Taskforce’s priorities, what should the Taskforce do?  Director Krogmeier says implementation ultimately takes dollars.  Advocates must continue to press policy makers to move the plan.

Dawn Francis shared that a group called the “Iowa Human Needs Advocates” has endorsed a policy recommendation that they are sending to the legislature.  That policy brief urges three main points: support implementation of the Affordable Care Act, support the priorities of the DHS Olmstead State Plan, and provide the non-federal match required to continue and expand the Money Follows the Person grant.

MOTION: Alice Holdiman moved that the Olmstead Consumer Taskforce approve the Olmstead State Plan as written, adding all the specific changes that the Brain Injury Association advocated for in their letter.  Geoffrey Lauer seconded the motion.  Alice Holdiman and Paula Connolly spoke in favor of the motion.  The motion passed unanimously.
Connie Fanselow re Public Forums on Olmstead State Plan:  An  “Olmstead Public Forums” summary was handed out.  Ten years ago when Connie led similar public forums for input on enacting the Olmstead Supreme Court Decision in Iowa, people were very angry, frustrated, and impatient.  They wanted chanes so that people could live, learn, work, and recreate in their own homes and communities.  The forums held in the last few months have been much different in tone.  Although there is much still to be done, Iowa has done a lot to implement the Olmstead goals.  People now mention all the new programs that exist.  It felt good for people to be so welcoming.

People now come with a different attitude and well reasoned suggestions for further improvements to services, such as additional use of peer support, wellness centers, and wraparound services.  In addition, legislators were present, interested, and invested in learning about people’s needs at each of the forums.
Jerry Mayes thanked Todd Lange and the Iowa Advocates for Mental Health Recovery for their advocacy at the forums.  Terry Cunningham related his positive experience with Representative Mary Mascher and Senator Joe Bolkcom in Iowa City.  After contacting them, they agreed to come to his home and continue the conversation.  The Iowa City Forum included participation by CPC Kris Artley in the new Johnson County Human Services Building.  People from eight counties came and the legislators, including Senator Robert Dvorsky, stayed around to talk.  The legislators advised advocacy groups to come together with a unified recommendation for legislative action.  They also advised that items that need new funding are not going anywhere this year because of the difficult economic situation.
Legislative Priorities.  Connie Fanselow reported that the Legislative Priorities document that was e-mailed to the Taskforce prior to the meeting was adopted by the Mental Health and Disability Services Commission yesterday with some minor revisions.  The version of the plan that includes those revisions will be available on the website soon.

MOTION:  Alice Holdiman recommended that the Taskforce approve the Commission Legislative Priority recommendations as they were approved by the Commission.  The motion was seconded by Randy Davis.  
Discussion ensued.  Dawn Francis suggested that the language is not inclusive enough, in that it lists specific disabilities that don’t include those with physical disabilities.  Alice Holdiman added that it also fails to include the elderly.  Terry Cunningham suggested the current language is inclusive enough.  He said that taking bits and pieces out, or adding specific bits and pieces in, defeats the goal of advocacy groups speaking with one voice.  Since the Commission has already adopted the version in front of us (with minor changes) he recommended adopting it also. The motion passed with one “no” vote.  It was agreed that the Legislative Study Committee, chaired by Dawn Francis and Casey Westhoff, would meet prior to the January meeting of the whole and come back to the Taskforce with any recommended tweaks in the language.
It was suggested that someone develop talking points to accompany these Legislative Priorities, so the Taskforce members could use them when urging these priorities with their legislators.
Bylaws.  Jim Paprocki, chair of the Bylaws Committee, went over the proposed changes in the bylaws that had been submitted to members by e-mail prior to the meeting.  Members made suggestions on specific language changes.  Jim advised the Taskforce that should a reduction in the number of Taskforce voting members take place, the Taskforce would need to decide how to phase in that reduction as membership terms expire.  Discussion ensued on what constitutes a quorum for the Taskforce, and on whether there must be three separate readings and votes on bylaws changes to enact them.  Geoff Lauer offered to consult Roberts Rules of Order, and Jerry Mayes offered to review a prior Attorney General informal opinion on these issues.  MOTION:  Geoff Lauer moved to table a vote on by-laws changes until the next meeting.  Paula Connolly seconded that motion.  The motion passed unanimously.
Public comments
· Patrick Clancy, Administrator at the Braille and Sight Saving School at Vinton, updated his report from last meeting on the recommended closure of the residential school at Vinton.  That recommendation had been made because of evidence that resources could be better spent on assisting students who live at home and attend school in their home school districts.  The update is that everyone is continuing to follow the recommendations that have been presented, but no legislative action has occurred yet.

· Terry Rosonke of the Iowa Finance Authority (IFA) said final rules on the HOME legislation have now been promulgated.  IFA took over this program from the Iowa Department of Economic Development July 1, 2010.  A certain percentage of the housing units made available under this program must be 100% handicapped accessible.

· Casey Westhoff, Executive Director of the ARC of Iowa, noted that Michigan, a state of 10 million population, now has no people living in Intermediate Care Facilities for the Mentally Retarded (ICFs/MR).  It can be done.

· Geoffrey Lauer said February 3rd is the Brain Injury Association Day on the Hill and invited all to participate.  In particular, they will be urging legislators to get people off the Brain Injury waiting list.
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