DRAFT

OLMSTEAD CONSUMER TASKFORCE MINUTES

Friday, October 10, 2008, 10:00 a.m.  – 3:00 p.m.

Members present: Alice Holdiman, Jeremy Karli, Jerry Mays, Jim Paprocki, Doug Sample, Casey Westhoff, Mary “Janie” Woodhouse.  By phone:  Cheri Clark, Randy Davis, Jean “Connie” Smith

Members not present: Ben Brandenburg, Connie Fanselow, Dawn Francis, Raymond Gerke, Jeff Jasper, Candice Mueller, Rik Shannon, Gennette Simmerman, Ingrid Wensel 

State Agency Representatives Present:  Donna Grgurich, Dept of Economic Development: Brenda Riley, Dept. of Administrative Services.  

Others Present:  Becky Flores, Bob Bacon.  By phone:  Terry Cunningham

Handouts sent electronically prior to the meeting:  

· Agenda

· August Minutes

· Public Relations Committee redraft of Executive Order

· Ending Institutional Bias Toolkits information

Additional handouts at the meeting (hard copies of these additional handouts will be mailed to members not present in person):  

·  “We All Deserve a Choice” (2-page handout from Institutional Bias Toolkit)

·  Redraft of Olmstead Strategic Plan (Strategic Planning Committee)

·  “Action:  Creating Affordable/Accessible Housing” and “Attachment C”(sample   strategic plans from national Olmstead meeting)

· “Florida Self-Directed Care” (from national Olmstead meeting)

· “SAMHSA Shared Decision Making: Making Recovery Real in Mental Health Care” (from national Olmstead meeting)

· “Community Integration Tools Summary” (Websites) (from national Olmstead meeting)

OPENING REMARKS: (Jerry Mays, Chair)

· Casey Westhoff will represent the Taskforce on MHMRDDBI Commission “Institutions in the Continuum of Care” Committee

· Taskforce gave its formal support to national legislation that prohibits the practice of forcing those admitted to nursing homes to waive their rights to sue the nursing home for abuse or poor quality of care.  The national legislation is S2838, our contact was Nancy Witt.

· Taskforce members can claim a $25.00 stipend for attending (by phone or in person) any ½ day meeting.  ½ day is anything less than three hours.  Any member attending a meeting (by phone or in person) lasting longer than 3 hours may claim a full day stipend of $50.00.  This is retroactive to July 1, 2008.

MINUTES (August 19, 2008):  Approved by consensus (no quorum)

LEGISLATIVE BREAKFAST AND TASKFORCE MEETING DATES 2009:  Olmstead will hold a Legislative Breakfast at the State Capitol Building on Wednesday January 28th.  All members and all state representatives are invited to attend.  Jerry Mayes will solicit volunteers to help plan the details.  The Olmstead toolkit will be distributed and the film “Home” perhaps could be shown in a continuous loop.  This is an opportunity to educate legislators on what the Olmstead decision means to Iowans with disabilities.

MEETING DATES 2009:  The previously scheduled December 19, 2008 meeting of the Olmstead Consumer Taskforce is CANCELLED and rescheduled for Tuesday January 27th.  It is anticipated that most Taskforce members will stay overnight in Des Moines for the meeting and the Legislative Breakfast the next day.

The remaining 2009 meetings for the Olmstead Consumer Taskforce are tentatively every other month on the 3rd Friday, from 10:00 AM to 3:00 PM:

Tuesday January 27th

Friday February 20

Friday April 17

Friday June 19

Friday August 21

Friday October 16

Friday December 18

NATIONAL OLMSTEAD: Jerry Mayes and Becky Flores reported on the Olmstead State Coordinators Conference they attended in Washington D.C. 9/29/08 to 10/1/08.

PUBLIC INFORMATION COMMITTEE:  Terry Cunningham reported on passage of the Federal Americans with Disabilities (ADA) Restoration Act, leadership provided by Iowa Senator Tom Harkin.  He also reported on the passage of a federal mental health Parity Act that will do much to make mental health benefits insured under private insurance plans equal to medical and surgical benefits insured under those same plans.  That Act is called the The Mental Health Parity and Addiction Equity Act of 2008 (HR 6983) included in the Emergency and Economic Stabilization Act (HR1424), into law. H.R. 6983 amends the Mental Health Parity Act of 1996 .

EXECUTIVE ORDER:  Terry Cunningham from the Public Information Committee talked about the updated draft of an Executive Order.  The committee has attempted to make it less ambitious in the extent of coordination and projects that the Taskforce is able to undertake at this time.  The Taskforce agreed that this draft represents current thinking and gave some specific “wordsmithing” suggestions to Terry.  The Public Information Committee will make those specific changes and bring it to the Taskforce as a whole at the next Taskforce meeting January 27, 2009.  

DVD “HOME”:  The taskforce viewed the DVD “Home” produced by the Heritage Agency on Aging.  It is part of the Institutional Bias Toolkit that the Taskforce helped fund.  The DVD was well received.  However, the Taskforce expressed qualms about a small part of the DVD where a consumer expressed his thoughts on cost effectiveness.  Bob Bacon will discuss this with Ingrid Wenzel, producer of the DVD.

MONEY FOLLOWS THE PERSON. Bob Bacon talked about DHS’s large multi-year grant that Iowa’s Center for Disabilities and Development (CDD) is helping the Iowa Medicaid Enterprise (IME) to administer.  The grant money is being used to transition 528 people out of Iowa’s Intermediate Care Facilities for People with Mental Retardation (known as ICF-MRs) to community settings.  Six transition specialists have been hired across the state to help people and providers with these transitions.  This grant will fund a year’s worth of services to get the person into a community setting with the supports they need.  It is expected that Medicaid waivers will fund continuing services for these individuals after the grant money runs out.  Three new services have been added to the Mental Retardation waiver to support transitioning individuals (e.g. mental health outreach, behavioral programming, crisis intervention). DHS will be working to make these services a permanent addition to Iowa’s Mental Retardation waiver so that these services will be available to transitioning individuals after their transition year as well as to other people receiving services through the Mental Retardation waiver.  

Brooke Lovelace, housed at IME, will coordinate and supervise the services of the transition specialists, and may be a good first contact for consumers or family members interested in making this transition.

Money Follows the Person is also utilizing the Iowa Finance Authority’s web-based housing registry for individuals looking for an accessible home, a project that was included in Iowa’s Real Choices Systems Transformation grant.  MFP is also supporting access to the College of Direct Support’s web-based Positive Behavioral Support training modules for anyone who touches the life of a transitioning person.  CDD will also be offering companion Positive Behavioral Support “train the trainer” sessions.   

Jim Paprocki is the parent of a son with autism who is currently living in an ICF-MR.  He is now working with Money Follows the Person to find a way to successfully transition his son to Community Living, and is serving on one of the advisory groups to MFP.  He would like to see more providers that have a deep understanding of autism and skills to serve clients with autism.

The Taskforce discussed whether money was saved through providing services and support to people with disabilities in the community rather than in ICF-MR’s, state institutions, nursing homes, or other institutional settings, and where the Taskforce might find data on this.

OLMSTEAD STRATEGIC PLAN  Casey Westhoff led the Taskforce in a continuing discussion of how to shape an Iowa Olmstead Strategic Plan.  The Strategic Planning committee has added to a draft since the last time the Taskforce met.  They changed the names of the priorities to

· Self Advocacy and Peer Support Training

· Full Community inclusion (reducing institutional bias), which also includes education about $$ for community living and closing beds for institutional living

· Protecting benefits while maintaining assets

The Taskforce talked about tasks in each of these categories, and specifically about putting on a conference that would celebrate the 10-year anniversary of the Olmstead U.S. Supreme Court Decision.  Cheri Clark and Janie Woodhouse volunteered to work on a committee to plan such a celebration.  The Strategic Planning Committee will meet again prior to the Taskforce meeting on January 27, 2009 to further the draft strategic plan.

MEMBER SHARING  

3:00    Adjourn

Minutes by Becky Flores
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