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OLMSTEAD CONSUMER TASKFORCE MINUTES

July 16th, 2010 

Members Present:  Alice Holdiman, Jim Paprocki., Randy Davis, Janie Woodhouse, Jerry Mayes, Steve Garrison, Rick Shannon, Jerri Sloan, Linda Moore by phone, Raymond Gerke, Casey Westhoff, Doug Sample, Dawn Francis, Connie Smith by phone.
State agency representatives present:  Karin Ford, Department of Public Health;  Robin Jenkins, Department of Administrative Services; Stu Anderson, Department of Transportation; Debi Myers, Department of Aging;  Jill Avery, Department of Human Rights; Kiersten Hensley, Department of Education; Rhonda Bennett, Department of Inspections and Appeals; Kris Weitzell, Department of Corrections; Terry Rosonke, Iowa Finance Authority; Becky Criswell, Department of the Blind;  E.B. DeBruin and Dawn Peterson, Iowa Civil Rights Commission; Adam Haar, Mia Peterson, and Doug Keast, Iowa Workforce Development.
Staff and guests present: Jeanne Nesbit, Liz Ohara, Bob Bacon, Becky Flores, Terry Cunningham, Connie Fanselow, Brian Wines
Handouts or E-mail relevant to this meeting:

· July 16 meeting Minutes
· Two ADA Celebration handouts (E.B. DeBruin)

· Two documents related to draft Olmstead State Plan and June updates to the plan (Liz Ohara)

· USA v. Georgia Olmstead Case (Gretchen Kramer)

· Draft Bylaws revision

The meeting was called to order by chair Jerry Mayes at 10:00 AM, followed by welcome and introductions. 

MINUTES. MOTION: Motion by Jim Paprocki, second by Janie Woodhouse, the minutes of the May 14 meeting were unanimously approved with following corrections:  both E.B. DeBruin and Dawn Peterson attended the meeting for the Iowa Civil Rights Commission, Dawn Peterson by phone, and it was Dawn Francis that led the membership vote.
NEW MEMBER. MOTION: Alice Holdiman moved that Geoff Lauer, Executive Director of the Iowa Brain Injury Association, be added as a member. Second by Randy Davis.  Motion carried unanimously.  Geoffrey Lauer has been added as a member, with membership expiring in March 2013.
BY-LAWS Revisions. Jim Paprocki, chair of Bylaws subcommittee, stated that committee has met and will meet again prior to the OCTF September 10th meeting.  No vote to be taken at this time.  Committee proposals will be presented at the next meeting. He shared a draft revision that included changes in Article 3 size of membership, Section 4 process or applying or reapplying for membership, addressing legislative non-voting members, Article 5 attendance, the conflict of interest policy, and adding a standing committee for Strategic Planning. 
STANDING COMMITTEE FOR STRATEGIC PLANNING. Jerry Mayes proposed this standing committee, explaining that its purpose would be to monitor and provide input to DHS Olmstead State Plan, develop Olmstead Consumer Taskforce annual action steps consistent with Department Goals and Objectives, report to the OCTF on what is happening Olmstead wise around the state.  The purpose would also be to make sure Olmstead Consumer Taskforce is accomplishing its own goals. Ben Brandenburg, Alice Holdiman, and Jerry Sloan have expressed interest in being on the standing committee for Strategic Planning.  Jerry Mayes suggested that lots of statewide Olmstead activity is not under DHS jurisdiction.  Jill Avery reminded the group that an ambitious plan needs an accountability piece.
OLMSTEAD STATE PLAN www.mhdsplan.orgThe Team working on the Olmstead State plan recently have been adding elements to the plan about PASSR, the federally required nursing home screening for mental health issues, and about brain injury with input from the Brain Injury Association.  Other elements that need to be included come from Iowa Workforce Development, Iowa Department of Public Health, issues concerning older adult and kids’ mental health screening across the lifespan.  She brought a list of June recommended changes to the draft plan from IME, the Iowa Medicaid Enterprise. One issue there is the department’s role in extending funding for Money Follows the Person project.  Brian Wines from Medicaid is here today and may address this.  
Brian Wines announced that Debi Johnson, the IME representative on the Olmstead Consumer Task Force, has taken a new position as Bureau Chief of IMEs Long Term Care unit.  Brains duties at IME now include program management for the Consumer Choice Option, the child mental health waiver, and the intellectual disability waiver.  Medicaid is continuing to do all they can regard quality assurance and increasing community capacity to serve individuals with disabilities. 

PASSR comment from Public Health’s Karin Ford:  She would like to see more a more aggressive approach to transitioning out of nursing homes. Why are nursing home clients only offered an opportunity to leave the nursing home annually? Steve Garrison of Iowa Protection and Advocacy asked what specific transition plan was referred to. 

Bob Bacon said more public input will come on these issues from around the state.  Jeanne Nesbit would like the Taskforce and legislators to staff these events around the state.  It is anticipated they will take place in September and October at 6 locations. The Olmstead Implementation team will work with Olmstead Executive Committee and with Ingrid Wenzel on setting these forums up.
STATE AGENCY REPRESENTATIVE REPORTS.  Written Information from State Representatives on current Olmstead activity in state agencies includes (some of these followed the meeting):
· Department of Public Health: a July 14 memo to the Taskforce from Binnie Lehew and the July 15 Quarterly Progress report for the DPH Project “Enhancing Access to Mental Health Services in Iowa”
· Department of Education:  July 16  E-mail to Bob Bacon
· Iowa Civil Rights Commission:  July 15 E-mail to Bob Bacon
· Iowa Braille and Sigh-Saving School:  Report to the Board of Regents regarding  residential services at Iowa Braille and Sight Saving School

· Iowa Finance Authority:  4 documents including a Summary of IFA’s 7/16/10 Agency Update; an IFA letter to employers regarding “Passageway”; a Des Moines Register Article “Working her Way Past the Voices”; and the June 18, 2010 “Report of the Housing Subcommittee of the Ex-Offender Re-entry Taskforce  and HUD Law Appendix”

Iowa Civil Rights Commission: Dawn Peterson shared information that is on the handouts about the upcoming ADA 20 year celebration events happening around the state in July.  She will sent written comments on the Olmstead State Plan to Bob Bacon. 

Department of Transportation: Stu Anderson shared information about the statewide transportation brokerage that has been set up to serve disadvantaged Iowans (low income, disability, elderly).  The idea is that a disadvantaged person anywhere in the state can call in, and local providers will furnish transportation services under a payment arrangement with IME. They worked with IME to create this.  First they hired University of Iowa people to survey the need, developed a Request for Proposal (RFP), and are now moving into implementation.  In December 2009, a legislatively mandated study of public transport needs showed a real need for public transportation for the disadvantaged. The study found $125 million dollars needed to meet the need.
Stu said it is clear to DOT officials that their Department needs to be more proactive with ADA issues.  They are nearing completion of an accommodation plan that addresses curb cuts, signals.  They have a 2 million dollar ongoing appropriation to make those improvements.  They are also working on transportation coordination in regional metro areas, and increasing coordination with human service agencies.  A recent DOT retiree, Peter Halleck, was invaluable in putting together the IME brokerage service.  Their partnerships with the Area Agencies on Aging were productive for them. 

Department of Corrections.  Kris Wentzell reported that she has looked at the departments past Olmstead plan.  Since that was created in 2005, there are many more individuals with mental health issues incarcerated in the state’s system. To address needs their department has:

· Hired Re-entry (to community living upon release) Coordinators in institutions and in judicial districts.

· Do release planning from the beginning of incarceration

· Trained some probation officers in the judicial districts specifically in dealing with mental health issues.

· Worked on coordination and connections between community based corrections and the prison system.  They have received federal money that helps the judicial districts with these issues. 
· There is a mental health focus group per Executive Order 15.   
· In Waterloo judicial district, there is a mental health court.  It is early on, so not much data, but the early data is promising.  
· Prison Units in Fort Madison and Oakdale house individuals with acute mental illness.

·  Interquell at Oakdale is a program to assure appropriate housing to meet those needs.  
· There is annual training for all staff on mental health issues.
Remaining challenges include the lack of re-entry services in some counties, training for psychologist and nursing staff, prompt access to Medicaid on re-entry. Rhonda Bennett of Department of Inspections and Appeals commented that the residential care facilities they license are often flooded with court ordered admissions from re-entering former inmates.  They need to be appropriate for where they are going and certain judges don’t understand that when they order them into residential care facilities.  Jill Avery of Iowa Department of Human Rights reports that a statewide Taskforce is putting together a set of recommendations that will be compiled into one report that will go to the governor.  The report is about overcoming barriers for ex-offenders with substance abuse or MH issues.  One good thing is that department of corrections now will provide 60 days of needed psychotropic drugs upon release, rather than the prior 30.
Department of Education:  Kiersten Hensley will provide a written report to Bob Bacon, as well as these comments. At the Department level they have a Learning Supports Team that try to assure that students have the supports they need to learn well.  Almost all their school districts now use a program called Positive Behavioral Support.  It is a proven effective way of training all staff and students in a building to use positive support of students to create a rich learning environment. The Learning Supports Team just returned from New York with new information about how to help students decrease substance abuse.  Selected schools now are learning how address mental health issues, what to watch for.  Mental Health services are available in schools in Des Moines, Marshalltown, Waterloo, and Dubuque.  Trained mental health professionals work with students one on one, but also help teaches and other staff learn how to support children with behavioral issues.  Many special need students have Individual Educational Plans (IEPs) as required by the federal government.  All students with IEPs must address in the IEP beginning at age 14 how the student will transition to adult services when they are of age.
Department of Public Health:  Karin Ford referred to the documents that the Department has shared, listed above.  Two things she highlighted included 

· The disability grant that they administer

· Her work with facilities to assure ADA compliance.
Iowa Department of Human Rights. Jill Avery said she is writing a report for her Department on best service delivery for people with mental health issues.  She asks for the help from the Olmstead Consumer Taskforce to tap into the right people.  Casey Westhoff advised that she work with all of us, including IDAN etc....

Department of the Blind: Becky Criswell talked about their Independent Living program.  They are doing outreach across the state this year in August through October in 6 communities.  The meetings will be both for individuals and service providers.  Through these meetings they are building the capacity for service providers to work with blind individuals.  Sometimes providers fail to recognize visual impairment.  When they do refer someone to the Department for the Blind there are lots of ways the Department can help.  They have 8 teachers traveling the state to work with people in their homes.  They also provide this training in a group setting.  There are advantages to peer interaction from the support group.  They demonstrate adaptive devices.  They work with optometrists, visiting nurse association, and home health care providers.  
Iowa Braille and Sight Saving School: Patrick Clancy is not present to report, but he has submitted a written report regarding a taskforce recommendation not to continue the residential service in Vinton, Iowa.  See written reports.
Iowa Finance Authority (IFA): Terry Rosonke filed several documents after the meeting with Bob Bacon, reference above.  This agency addresses housing and homelessness issues for people with disabilities.  One service they provide is rent subsidies for people receiving (Medicaid) Home and Community Based Waiver services.  They had to stop taking applications for this program because there are no more funds available, yet there is overwhelming need.  They receive a new $700,000 appropriation this year, but that is no increase from last year.

The agency has been advocating for changes in Section 8 voucher system.  Local Public Housing Authorities (PHA) have control.  The  IFA tries to be a liaison between Money Follows the Person transition specialists and Public Housing Authorities when the transition specialist are tying to find a home in the community for people that have been living in institutions. 

 IFA has a role in staffing the Iowa Council on Homelessness.  With Federal funding, they are hoping to expand affordable and accessible housing by thousands of new units this year. Through the Governor’s I-Jobs program, they have added handicapped accessibility modifications into emergency shelters and into single and multiple housing units.  She is working with the Department of Corrections Re-entry Task Force that was mentioned above.  The Taskforce has put together may very good first steps.  The full final report will be great. There are supportive re-entry models.  He report will go to the governor’s office by October 1.  Federal Housing and Urban Development Agency (HUD) requirements prohibit substance abusers from living in HUD housing. HUD mandatory exclusions are in a list as an exhibit attached to the report. Other barriers to housing for prisoners re-entering community living are in place through local public housing authorities, section 8 housing, low income tax credit units, and other public housing. 
Iowa Workforce Development:  Doug Keast reported that Iowa Workforce Development started its “One Stop” centers back in 1998.  Today they are still working on it through “Workforce Center Integration”, mandated by Senate File 2699.  The integration is not disability specific.  The idea is to integrate services for veterans, aging, and so on.  The integrated one-stop would allow Veterans, people with disabilities, and other to be served with one workforce staff, every customer getting a work plan. Des Moines, Creston, Mason City, Fort Dodge, Dubuque, and others are doing this now.  Eventually, every region will have these integrated partners.  
IWD has a disability specialist working with people on Social Security benefits to figure out how they can benefit from employment.   There are 16 different websites that address disability employment issues.  This is not helpful.  Need accessible PEOPLE to get good information.  There have been helpful improvements in the Iowa system because of the Atalissa turkey farm situation. One thing IWD is doing is supporting businesses on disability employment issues.  This is a fairly new effort and data on outcomes is not ready yet.  They have Work and Planning Incentives, and are working with the Medicaid Infrastructure Grant.  They have navigators.  
Another IWD program is Promise Jobs.  That program serves parents that receive TANF funds.  In general, TANF recipients are required to work or be in school, but the Promise Jobs program recognizes that TANF recipients with disabilities need extra support in finding and retaining jobs. 

IWD’s Employer Disability Resource Network is working with the Department of Natural Resources on employment opportunities for people with Disabilities there. 

Department on Aging:  Debi Myers reported that the Aging and Disability Resource Center (ADRC) in Cedar Rapids provides options counseling, soon also in Waterloo area.  Besides providing resources to people through an on-line service, options counselors will mentor and help individuals find the resources they need to live successfully in their communities,  The Department on Aging has applied for a grant to establish standards for the ADR options counseling. But they don’t know if they will get it.

A second initiative relates to the Real Choice Systems Grant:  The Department has issued a report through a contract with Thompson Reuters.  The report allows sets of data across populations aging and disability populations.  It will be updated in November.  There is a national “rebalancing initiative” going on.  Some left over funding from the Real Choice Systems Grant allowed them to upgrade the state profile tool.  Two  and a quarter billion dollars in Iowa are being spent in Iowa on long term care, including data from vocational rehabilitation and others.  Getting the data is huge.  There is still room for improvement in the  indicators the study uses.
An interesting thing just happened at the Federal level.  The National Association of State Units on Aging and Disabilities have now united into one.  This signals a real change in how the two systems work together.  
Department of Administrative Services (DAS): Robin Jenkins reported from this agency that provides infrastructure to Iowa’s executive branch agencies, including personal services, grounds, facilities, technology, accounting and finances.  The DAS is how people access employment with the State of Iowa.  The State of Iowa has a voluntary affirmative action plan that addresses employment for people with disabilities.  They work with Goodwill, vocational  rehabilitation, and others to recruit and retain people with disabilities in State of Iowa jobs.  Linda Kelly of Iowa Workforce Development is working with DAS on an internship for youth with disabilities.  They also are working statewide on promotion, training, and retention for people with disabilities.  The Department has a Diversity Council that will be doing a disability survey to obtain information about barriers to state employment for people with disabilities. 
Department of Inspections and Appeals (DIA).  Rhonda Bennett is Bureau Chief I the Bureau that licenses facilities, including facilities that house individuals with disabilities.  Their Department’s original Olmstead plan was written by Dean Learner, the Department Deputy Director .  She will update it, making sure materials and services are accessible to everyone, and that there are employment opportunities for individuals with disabilities.  600 facilities are licensed by her Bureau.  The Ombudsman’s Office has monitoring and oversight responsibility for people living in the nursing home.  There is also a resident review committee through the office of the long-term care ombudsman.

U.S. OLMSTEAD LITIGATION UPDATE.  Assistant Attorney General Gretchen Kramer spoke about recent significant litigation on Olmstead issues.  The US Department of Justice is on the move as far as Olmstead litigation.  She presented some background on the 1999 U.S. Supreme Court Decision in the case of Olmstead v. L.C. and E.W.  Gretchen shared a citation sheet with highlights of the Olmstead case and two statewide ADA (Americans with Disabilities Act) complaints that have been filed against Arkansas and Georgia by the U.S. Department of Justice.  Gretchen noted that the Olmstead decision is over 10 years old. It called upon states to provide community settings rather than institutional placement for persons with disabilities when three criteria are met: 

Under Title II of the ADA, States are required to place persons with mental disabilities in community settings rather than in institutions when: the State’s treatment professionals have determined that community placement is appropriate; the transfer from institutional care to a less restrictive setting is not opposed by the affected individual;, and the placement can be reasonably accommodated, taking into account the resources available to the State and the needs of others with mental disabilities.
Gretchen clarified that the Olmstead Decision does not say that institutions are unacceptable.  It says they are inappropriate when people who can handle and benefit from community placement are not given the choice.  The decision also gives guidance to States:

· Each State needs a plan 

· The plan and the progress toward ensuring choice needs to be reasonable

· The State needs to use an even hand in making funding decisions 

The language from the ADA federal statute (42 U.S.C. § 12132) says:

“Subject to the provisions of this subchapter, no qualified individual with a disability shall, by reason of such disability, be excluded from participation in or be denied the benefits of the services, programs, or activities of a public entity, or be subjected to discrimination by any such entity.”

The U.S. Department of Justice is charged with drafting regulations that implement the statute.  The ADA regulations include what is known as the “integration regulation” (28 C.F.R. § 35.130(d)):

“A public entity shall administer services, programs, and activities in the most integrated setting appropriate to the needs of qualified individuals with disabilities.” 

The most integrated setting is defined by federal regulations (28 C.F.R. part 35, App. A) as: “a setting that enables individuals with disabilities to interact with non-disabled persons to the fullest extent possible.”

The federal regulations also make it clear that States and other public entities cannot be required by courts to totally overall the way they choose to provide services.  This is known as the “fundamental alteration defense” (28 C.F.R. § 35.130(b)(7)): 

“[a] public entity shall make reasonable modifications in policies, practices, or procedures when the modifications are necessary to avoid discrimination on the basis of disability, unless the public entity can demonstrate that making the modifications would fundamentally alter the nature of the service, program, or activity.”  

The Olmstead Decision also says that courts cannot come in and require community services where they are not already being provided.  While the decision is landmark in the way that it treats people with disabilities, requires integration, and prohibits discrimination, it also recognizes that this is a situation where state legislatures are going to have a lot of work to do and provides them with some deference in the way they choose to do that work. 

 The U.S. Department of Justice (DOJ) is pursuing investigations or complaints for violations of the Americans with Disabilities Act in several states.  Two states, Arkansas and Georgia currently have active statewide complaints.  DOJ was actively pursuing investigations in both these states for some time before these complaints were filed.  The Arkansas State complaint started with a CRIPA (Civil Rights of Institutionalized Persons Act) investigation at one of the state’s Developmental Centers a number of years ago.  The Obama administration has recently made it clear that they are not really interested in pursing CRIPA complaints and consider the implementation of Olmstead to be their sole mandate and they will be looking hard at community integration going forward.  

Gretchen explained that no court has yet ruled on whether the allegations made in these complaints are founded or if there is any liability on the part of either Arkansas or Georgia with respect to these complaints, but the allegations they contain serve as a roadmap to what the DOJ is looking at in service systems.  Some of the allegations in the Arkansas complaint include:

· Individuals being served in state facilities could be served successfully in more integrated settings

· Staff are not adequately educated on assessment for community placement, the community resources available, or the benefits of community placement

· Staff tailor assessment of a person’s appropriateness for community placement based on what they understand is available, not by specifying what the person needs

· Discharge plans are not adequate 

· Community service options for individuals with challenging behaviors are not sufficiently available

· The state does not offer community service options in sufficient quality, quantity, and geographic diversity to meet the need

· The state does not properly evaluate individuals for a more integrated setting before admitting them to facilities 

· Individuals are repeatedly readmitted because of a lack of services and supports in the community

· The state does not have sufficient short-term crisis stabilization services in the community

· Waiting list time for Home and Community Based Waiver slots is unreasonably long

Gretchen noted that the Georgia complaint is considerably longer and commented that it is more interesting in that it goes through a long list of all the way the state touches the services system.  The Georgia case is a roadmap for what policy makers should do right.  She noted that in paragraph 42 it says that the state’s own reviews concluded that assessments conducted by the State Psychiatric Hospitals were “totally inadequate.”  Gretchen said that states should learn from those kinds of statements that when they find a deficiency within the system they need to take swift corrective action to address it.

Other areas addressed in the Georgia complaint included:

· Insufficient treatment and discharge planning

· An ongoing duty to assess what a person needs

· Really looking at integration in all kinds of ways (such as whether a state hospital resident should get his hair cut in the hospital or in the community)

· Use of supported housing

· The benefits of ACT (Assertive Community Treatment) teams

· Need for crisis stabilization and mobile crisis services

· Need for adequate transportation

· Issues related to co-occurring conditions

· Assessment based on the person’s needs, not on what is available

· Need for aftercare data to measure the efficacy of services and supports provided and the adequacy of discharge planning

Gretchen noted that that these sorts of statewide complaints are different than what we have seen before and it will be important to watch how states respond to them.  She said the another state to watch is New York.  There is a lawsuit there against the State regarding private homes, which are RCFs (Residential Care Facilities).  Advocates have sued, alleging that people should not be living in these homes without support.  So far the courts have been taking the advocate’s side, but the case is now under appeal. 

Gretchen said that the big lesson to be learned from all the ADA and Olmstead-related cases is that states need to have a meaningful plan that is even-handed for all people. 

The Georgia case is particularly interesting because Olmstead came out of Georgia originally and now the Department of Justice is back in Georgia taking another hard look at their system.  

In a recent Florida case, the plaintiff with brain injury had been living at home with significant support from caretakers.  When the caretakers were no longer available to assist her, the state said she had to move to an institution to later be eligible for in home support.  The plaintiff moved for a preliminary injunction to prevent going into the institution and  won.  This is significant.
The New York case “DAI v. Patterson” involves privately own 120 beds or larger facilities.  A reporter won Pulitzer prize for reporting on these cases.  New York lost at every turn and  advocates got what they are asking for  The Court said New York had small scattered site homes and should move people out of the large facilities and into these smaller scattered site homes.  
ANNOUNCEMENTS
Janie Woodhouse announced there will be an ADA 20-year celebration event in Des Moines on the state Capitol grounds Saturday July 24 from 10:00 to 2:00.  She and possibly other Olmstead Consumer Taskforce members will work in the OCTF booth.  The ADA Celebration committee asked that each booth have an activity that those attending could do.  She has chosen to have beads available that people can make into bracelets.  She has made up a necklace and earrings that say “ADA”.  The event organizers will be using them as door prizes during the event.  You are all invited to attend.
Bob Bacon announced another ADA celebration event.  It will be Monday July 26th inside the Capitol Rotunda.  The Olmstead State Plan will be presented, and Charlie Krogmeier, Director of the Department of Human Services, will make comments at10:00 AM.  There will also be presentations from individuals with disabilities.  

Jerry Mayes reported on learning he received from attending the combined Mental Health Block Grant and Olmstead Conference in Washington D.C. June 23rd-25th.  One Session was about “Supported Education.”  The presenter was William Anthony of the Center for Psychiatric Rehabilitation at Boston University in Boston.  His University has been delivering University classes in a specialized environment to students with serious mental illness for years.  Private funding covers the tuition so that those attending the program have no tuition costs.  The educational coursework includes recovery strategies, career planning, as well as traditional coursework like computer classes.  They have a 90% attendance rate and great data on the ability of those that complete the coursework to land competitive jobs.  The presenter is mystified as to why more states or more universities are not following their model for successful supported education for individuals with serious mental illness.  
Jill Avery announced that many people know John Ten Pas, who has been working for human rights for those with disabilities in the State of Iowa for 31 years, just retired under the states recent Early Retirement plan.  He will be missed.
Bob Bacon thanked the State Representatives for the wealth of information they shared about what is agency is doing related to Olmstead.  He also thanked DHS leadership for the way they are incorporative Olmstead issues into all their planning and all their project implementation.  He asked that State Agency representative submit comments or an update on their Olmstead State planning form years ago to him, and the Olmstead State Plan team will incorporate comments into the DHS Olmstead State Plan as appropriate.  State agencies are encouraged to revisit their Olmstead State plans and update them if that is feasible.
Terry Cunningham spoke of the problems in Iowa City with ADA compliance.  FS-69 is causing problems with counties funding services.  In May at a joint meeting for the MHDS Commission and Mental Health Planning Council, Senator Jack Hatch spoke about last years bill that proposed lifting the current property tax cap on funding for county mental health and disability services. Many advocates supported this bill, including the Johnson County MHDS Planning Council and the Iowa State Association of Counties.  But the bill did not pass.  Many advocates believe this is because a county “regionalization proposal was added to the bill, which counties opposed, and so the entire bill failed. Terry encouraged Task Force members to urge their legislators to allow the property tax cap change to go forward alone this year.  The MHDD funding workgroup from last fall acknowledged that if there was a rate cap rather than dollar cap, there would be $200,000 more in system than there is right now. 
Alice Holdiman responded that she is on her county’s CPC citizen disability advisory group. A number of groups should have the property tax cap change as a priority.  Advocacy groups can speak with a United Voice on this one. 

Bob Bacon said that an important federal issue is extension of federal FMAP funding for Medicaid beyond the December 31, 2010 expiration date.  Congress has not agreed to extend this money.  Iowa has already built the federal FMAP money into its budget projections, so if we do not get it, the state will have an additional 135 million dollar problem this fiscal year.   The Governor’s association supports extension of FMAP funding.  As advocates, we should not forget that federal advocacy is important on matters such as this.
Terry Cunningham reported that the federal Center for Medicaid Services (CMS) is going to be putting out a bid for wheelchairs that is problematic.  CMS has decided not to pay for the sort of wheelchair cushion that some people need.  Terry will be on a conference call soon to see if they can get this decision reversed. Correct seat cushions for wheel chairs and power chairs is critical.   There will be an average additional cost of $5,000 to $40, 000 to heal a single wound if individuals can’t get an essential $400 dollar cushion.
Dawn Francis announced a Statewide Independent Living Board Meeting.  If they receive more federal money it allows them to expand more services into 2 more counties.  There will be competition for expansion, counties must work together if population is less than 64,000 population. Dubuque and Jackson County are in line for the expansion.
Meeting adjourned 2:35 PM
Becky Flores, recording secretary
