


Olmstead Consumer Taskforce 
Procedure for Registering Opinions or Writing Letters

Purpose
Define a process and procedure by which Olmstead Consumer Taskforce (OCTF) members propose and The Taskforce approves registration of opinions on legislation or formal letters to legislators or policymakers. 


Registering Positions on Proposed Legislation

1) A voting member of OCTF contacts the Executive Committee and expresses their desire to officially register a “For” or “Against” position related to a specific Senate or House File. 
2) The voting member will then present their case to the Executive Committee. This may be done in writing or during and OCTF Executive Committee meeting. Voting members may invite a non-member with subject-matter expertise to aid in presenting an opinion or stance. 
3) Executive Committee will then vote on whether to present the issue to the rest of OCTF. Moving the proposal forward to the OCTF requires a simple majority approval from the Executive Committee. 
4) The voting member must then present their case at the next scheduled OCTF meeting. When possible, the voting member should invite a party who represents a dissenting opinion. 
5) OCTF will then vote to determine the OCTF’s action. To proceed, OCTF voting members must support the action with a supermajority (>/= 66% of present). 
6) If the motion carries, a member of Executive Committee will register the opinion. 

Writing Letters to Legislators, Policymakers, or Other Entities

1) A voting member of OCTF contacts the Executive Committee and expresses their desire to write a letter regarding a specific issue, policy, or proposed legislation. 
2) The voting member will then present their request/case to the Executive Committee. This may be done in writing or during and OCTF Executive Committee meeting. Voting members may invite a non-member with subject-matter expertise to aid in presenting an opinion or stance. 
3) Executive Committee will then vote on whether to present to the rest of the OCTF. Moving the proposal forward to the OCTF requires a simple majority approval from the Executive Committee. 
4) The voting member is responsible to present their request/case at the next scheduled OCTF meeting. Where possible, the voting member should invite a party who represents a dissenting opinion. 
5) OCTF will then vote to determine the OCTF’s action. To proceed, OCTF voting members must support the action with a simple majority. 
6) The voting member may submit a draft letter addressing the proposed issue. In that case, Executive Committee will review, edit, and submit the letter. If the voting member is unable to draft a letter, the Executive Committee will be responsible to designate or draft the letter. If they designate the Executive Committee will be responsible to review, edit, and send the letter. 

There will be occasions for which the processes outlined above will not address immediate needs. For issues that require action that does not align with timelines and processes outlined above, OCTF will use the following procedure:

Writing Letters to Legislators, Policymakers, or Other Entities (Emergent)

1) A voting member of OCTF contacts the Executive Committee and expresses their desire to write a letter regarding a specific issue, policy, or proposed legislation. 
2) The voting member will then present their case to the Executive Committee. This may be done in writing or the member may request an ad hoc Executive Committee meeting, if possible.  
3) Executive Committee will vote on whether to write a letter. Action will require a supermajority of the Executive Committee. 
7) The voting member may submit a draft letter addressing the proposed issue. In that case, Executive Committee will review, edit, and submit the letter. If the voting member is unable to draft a letter, the Executive Committee will be responsible to designate or draft the letter. If they designate the Executive Committee will be responsible to review, edit, and send the letter. 
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